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If you go

What: U.S. Army Field Band
per formance
When: 7 p.m. Tuesday

Where: Vance Brand Civic
Auditorium at Skyline High
School, 600 E. Mountain View
Ave., Longmont
Cost: Free, but you must have a
ticket to attend. You can pick
up tickets at the Daily
Times-Call, 350 Terry St.,
during business hours.
Information: For more
information, call the Daily
Times-Call at 303-776-2244
during business hours.

L ONGMONT — Sun-
glasses and shorts
weren’t too popular

Saturday at Rhythm on the
River, where most people in-
stead carried an umbrella or
donned a rain poncho.

But the much-needed rain-
fall did little to dampen the
spirits of those attending the
11th annual community festi-
val at Roger’s Grove.

“I think it affected turnout
a little bit,” said Erik
Casynn, a member of the
Longmont Youth Council and
one of the event’s organizers.
Even as the rain came down
in the mid-afternoon, more
people were arriving to enjoy
the event, he pointed out.

Throughout the day, the
covered seating for the annex
stage was filled with people,
Casynn said. Dozens of oth-
ers listened to different
bands near the main stage.
Organizers do not track at-
tendance at the event,
Casynn said.

Any shortage in atten-
dance was not noticed by
Danny Bacca. The 11-year-
old Longmont boy waited
about 30 minutes to jump on
a trampoline while har-
nessed to two bungee cords.

“It was definitely worth the
wait,” he yelled to his mother
as his turn wound down.

“It was a little bit scary
when they first bounce you,”
Danny admitted, but once he
got used to leaping dozens of
feet into the air, he loved it.

Danny also got his feet off
the ground at one of the two
50-foot climbing walls set up
for children. “Every time, I
made it to the top,” he proud-
ly declared.

Denise King, 7, did not
quite make it to the top of the
climbing wall. The first time
she tried, she didn’t make it

Soggy, but smiling

Duck brings couple Caribbean trip

Strike
up the
band
Army ensemble
paying a visit
to Longmont

Jill Watkins performs on the Main Stage at the 11th annual Rhythm on the River
on Saturday at Roger’s Grove. Left: Brittany Peck, 6, has some fun on a bungee
trampoline during the Longmont festival.

Magician Connie Elstun is shocked as she picks up the wrong end of a rabbit during her show at Rhythm on the River on
Saturday. Connie and Co.’s Magic for Children performed under the annex tent in the morning.

Stories by Victoria A.F. Camron • Photos by Joshua Buck • The Daily Times-Call

LONGMONT — One rubber
duck is taking a longtime Long-
mont couple to the Caribbean.

Gary and Sheryl Pellett, city
residents since 1969, held the win-
ning ticket, 1544, in Saturday’s
duck race sponsored by the St.
Vrain Rotary Club.

The money raised from this
year’s race, the seventh annual
event, will benefit A Woman’s
Work, Colorado Therapeutic Rid-
ing Center and Meals on Wheels.

“This is our biggest fundraiser
of the year,” said Jim Boggess,
president of the St. Vrain Rotary.
“This, hopefully, will generate

Lou Cavallo,
left, and John
Weibel sort
through the
corporate
ducks after
they made
their voyage
down the St.
Vrain River
during the
annual St.
Vrain Rotary
duck race
Satur day.
Many
businesses
decorated
their rubber
ducks for the
race.

People brave a rain shower to check out booths at
Roger’s Grove. Left: Rebecca Penrod, 16, and Christian
Gonzalez, 15, dance to the sounds of Face, an all-vocal
band, at Rhythm on the River.

By Carolyn Barry
The Daily Times-Call

A love of playing the French
horn has taken Master Sgt.
Patrick Lipphardt to all 50 states
and 25 countries, and allowed
him to meet former President
Bill Clinton, Princess Diana and
the most important person of all
— his wife.

Lipphardt, 49, a Colorado
Springs native, is the only Col-
oradan in the 65-member U.S.
Army Field Band, which is tour-
ing the state this month.

“The opportunity to travel has
been phenomenal,” he said.

While a member of the 79th
Army Band, Lipphardt lived in
Panama, where two unexpected
things happened: He met his
wife, Fina, and he was called to
active combat duty.

When the United States invad-
ed Panama in 1989, the band had
to exchange musical instruments
for weapons to aid the military
p o l i c e.

“I was scared about the idea of
going to war, but the Army trains
us a lot, and I developed a confi-
dence,” he said.

Lipphardt said the experience
was stressful because Panama
defense forces fired on his unit

News in Brief

Correction

A story on Page B1 of Satur-
day’s Daily Times-Call about a
congressional hearing on
methamphetamines misidenti-
fied the county commissioner
participating in the hearing. The
commissioner is from Mesa
C o u n t y.

Times-Call staff report

Biotech
keeps Erie
attorney
on her toes
By Victoria A.F. Camron
The Daily Times-Call

ERIE — People get sick, visit
a doctor, obtain a prescription
and pick up the medication — all
without a thought as to how that
medicine came to be.

But Jennifer McCallum often
finds herself on the ground floor
of those medications’ develop-
ment, even though she’s not a
doctor or a researcher. She’s an
attorney who specializes in
biotechnology patents.

“I didn’t grow up wanting to be
a biotech patent attorney. I didn’t
even know what that was,” Mc-
Callum, 36, said last week in her
Erie office. But she wanted to do
something fascinating and be-
lieved biotechnology held that
p ro m i s e.

“I thought that’s where health
care was going,” she said.

See RHYTHM / B6

See DUCKS / B6

See BIOTECH / B6

See BAND / B6

Rain can’t keep
Rhythm-goers,
performers down

Rotary hopes race
will generate $20K
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BAND: Started in 1946
Continued from B1

and for several days he didn’t
know whether his family was
s a f e.

The family came through the
ordeal unscathed, and not long
after, in 1990, Lipphardt secured
a spot in the highly competitive
U.S. Army Field Band. He, with
his wife and three young chil-
dren, moved to Fort Meade, Md.,
where the band is based.

Since then, he has toured an
average of 100 days a year with
the band — a heavy travel sched-
ule that takes him away from his
fa m i l y.

“That’s a major sacrifice I
have to make to do this job,” he
s a i d.

Lipphardt has been playing
the French horn for more than 30
years. He played his first tune in
high school, when popularity for
the saxophone led him to choose
a different, “neat-looking” in-
strument from a picture on the
wa l l .

At Colorado State University,
Lipphardt studied music with
the dream of one day playing in
an orchestra. Job stability and
travel opportunities, though,
lured him to the Army, which he
said is the biggest employer of
musicians in the country.

Although Lipphardt is trained
in classical music, it’s not his fa-

vorite to perform.
“I really enjoy the popular

music,” he said. “It’s just a lot of
fun that you wouldn’t usually get
playing the French horn.”

The Field Band plays an
amazing variety of music, Lip-
phardt said, ranging from clas-
sical to popular music and patri-
otic tunes.

“Almost every night, we get a
standing ovation,” said the tour
director, Master Sgt. Darrin
Blume. “We feel we can build
some patriotism and dazzle (the
audience) with our musical
s k i l l s. ”

The U.S. Army Field Band
was established in 1946 to bolster
morale among post-World War
II troops. In 1957, the band added
a chorus, which now averages 35
members. As musical ambas-
sadors, their mission is to “con-
nect the Army with the people,”
Blume said.

Longmont is the last leg of the
Colorado tour, which began with
a 40,000-strong crowd for the Ju-
ly 4 celebration in Colorado
S p r i n g s.

The band and chorus will per-
form Tuesday night in Vance
Brand Civic Auditorium at Sky-
line High School.

Carolyn Barry can be reached at
303-684-5336, or by e-mail at
tcnewsinter n1@times-call.com.

BIOTECH: Erie patent attorney
Continued from B1

Even as she majored in biolo-
gy and chemistry at California
State University at Chico, Mc-
Callum never entertained
thoughts of becoming a medical
doctor, because she is easily
b o re d.

“I think you would do the same
thing all the time,” said McCal-
lum, who has a doctorate in
physiology from Colorado State
University and a law degree
from the University of Colorado.

Instead, she prefers to help
doctors get the tools they need to
treat patients.

“When you go to the doctor, I
want you to have more choices,”
McCallum said. “It’s up to you;
that’s my belief.”

For example, parents should
decide if they want to store their
children’s umbilical cord blood,
which could later play a part in
treating disease. McCallum suc-
cessfully argued that point in a
California court in 2004.

More recently, she helped
Cryobanks International Inc. li-
cense its cord-blood storage
techniques to companies in In-
dia, Oman and the United Arab
Emirates. Cord blood can be
used for transplants within fami-
lies or anonymously, as many or-
gan transplants are conducted.

Because of the Cryobanks

RHYTHM:
Continued from B1

too far, her father said, but she
almost reached the summit on
her second attempt.

Still, it was her favorite ac-
tivity at the festival, and she
wants to try again someday,
Denise said.

Because of the rain, a
bike-safety demonstration was
closed, Casynn said. But that

really was the only activity af-
fected, he said.

On Friday night, attendance
was so high that overflow
parking lots had to be used,
Casynn said.

“We were astonished with
how many people we had,”
Casynn said.

Victoria Camron can be reached at
303-684-5226, or by e-mail at
vcamr on@times-call.com.

DUCKS: Fundraiser
Continued from B1

about $20,000 for the communi-
t y. ”

About 2,800 ducks raced
down the river in this year’s
citizen race, Boggess said. The
crowd gathered along the river
and across the bridge started
quacking as soon as the ducks
were released and cheered un-
til the winners finished.

Sheryl Pellett bought the
winning ticket, as well as tick-
et 1545, from Boggess on July 2
at a meeting of their motorcy-
cle club, she said. Each $5 tick-
et represented one duck.

Boggess himself delivered
the news. “He was excited, too,
because he sold us the ticket,”
Pellett said. “That was a pret-
ty neat surprise, she said.

For the third annual corpo-
rate race, business sponsor

and costume larger ducks,
which Rotary members then
j u d ge.

Old Towne Animal Medical
Center won “most unique” for
a duck decorated as a cat,
while Longmont United Hospi-
tal’s radiology department
took second place. Its duck
was black with white “bones,”
as an X-ray would appear. In
third place, Aspen Dental’s
duck sported braces.

The “best dressed” duck, in
a PT 73 boat, complete with an
American flag, was created by
Longmont Signs. Snyder Jew-
elers took second place, while
third place went to a dressy
blond duck that Boggess re-
ferred to as “Dolly Parton” —
the Rotary did not know what
company sponsored that duck,
Boggess said.

Ace Hardware’s duck won
the actual race.

agreements, stem cell therapy
involving cord blood will be
available to every resident of
those countries, McCallum said.
Also, cord blood does not have to
match the recipient as closely as
bone marrow does, so it could be
used when a matching bone
marrow donor cannot be found,
she explained.

“Stem cell technology is
where the health-care choices
will be for our generation,” Mc-
Callum said.

The attorney also sees first-
hand why medications cost so
much, especially in the United
S ta t e s.

“This is an incredibly expen-
sive business,” McCallum said,
noting that the research needed
to obtain Food and Drug Admin-
istration approval costs between
$1.2 billion and $1.4 billion. E ve n
then, only one in eight medica-
tions is approved.

Although one may not expect
to find a world-renowned attor-

ney in a small, historical home
at Briggs and Cheesman streets,
McCallum loves living in Erie,
where she can easily get to Den-
ver International Airport.

McCallum once practiced
with a Denver firm that special-
ized in patent law. When her
firm downsized, McCallum’s
clients urged her to continue
with her own practice, she said.

“They didn’t care where I
was,” she said. “My client base
is not here in Erie.”

McCallum’s success — the
firm’s income increased 500 per-
cent last year, she said — re-
flects the growth in health-care
biotech revenues, which in-
creased from $8 billion in 1992 to
$39 billion in 2003, according to
Biotechnology Industry Organi-
zation. The same organization
reported 5,412 biotechnology
patents were granted in 1997, but
the number increased 44 per-
cent, to 7,834, in 1998. In 2002, the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice issued 7,763 patents.

Such growth has given McCal-
lum the opportunity to be choosy
about her cases.

“If it doesn’t sound like an in-
teresting case, I don’t take it,”
she said. “I don’t really have a
plain-vanilla case.”

Victoria Camron can be reached at
303-684-5226, or by e-mail at
vcamr on@times-call.com.

Times-Call photo by Erin McCracken

Jennifer McCallum of Erie represented PR Pharmaceuticals Inc.,
a Fort Collins company, in its recent successful patent application
for a medication that treats diabetes. Owens declares

flooding disaster
The Associated Press

DECKERS — Drenching
rains washed out roads, left be-
hind debris and flooded houses
in areas of Douglas County still
recovering from the largest
wildfire in Colorado history,
prompting Gov. Bill Owens to
issue an order Saturday for a
state disaster emergency.

The order allows state and
federal assistance in the area
where the Hayman fire burned
138,000 acres in 2002.

State officials reported that
five homes in Douglas County
had flooded and 40 more were
threatened, Owens’ spokes-
man Nate Strauch said.

Douglas County sheriff’s
spokeswoman Cocha Heyden
said officials were surveying
whether homes were primary
homes or vacation cabins.

Heyden said it was difficult
for county, state and public
works crews to get around the
area, with Highway 67 closed
from Deckers to Westcreek
Road because of the flooding.

“They had so many trees and
debris down on the roadways,”
she said. “Our deputies aren’t
going anywhere, other than the
ro a d b l o c k s. ”

Heyden said officials expect-
ed to find water damage, mud-
slides and fallen debris in the
a re a .

Janine Hall, a Westcreek
resident, told KCNC-TV in
Denver that she watched water
pick up three cars in her neigh-
bor’s driveway, “like they were
marshmallows, just lifted
them up.”

People in at least a dozen
homes on Highway 67 between
Deckers and Westcreek could
not leave Saturday, as rain con-
tinued to fall. Heyden said au-

thorities were monitoring
them by phone and could get
them out in an emergency. The
homes had food, water and
electricity, she added.

An automated system called
86 homes in the Westcreek area
late Friday to tell residents to
seek higher ground, and sever-
al campgrounds were evacuat-
e d.

Heyden said some residents
chose to stay, but no one was
trapped or stranded.

Melinda Epp, spokeswoman
for the Mile High Chapter of
the American Red Cross, said
the agency was aiding two fam-
ilies near Deckers whose
homes had been damaged by
mud. Work to open a shelter
Friday night was stopped when
no one showed up, she said.

Epp said another attempt
could be made should the situa-
tion worsen.

The flooding was occurring
on the South Platte River
basin, where the Hayman fire
burned four years ago. Heyden
blamed much of the flood and
mud damage on the fire, which
destroyed vegetation and
ground cover.

Meanwhile, a boulder the
size of a small car slid onto an
unoccupied vehicle on U.S.
Highway 6 in Clear Creek
Canyon in Jefferson County,
forcing the road’s closure for
about seven hours Saturday af-
ternoon, Colorado Department
of Transportation spokesman
Paul Peterson said.

Crews were forced to blow
the rock apart, then move the
smaller pieces off the road, he
said. No one was injured. The
vehicle belonged to a rock
climber who had parked it on
the side of the road.

AP photo by Kevin Kreck

Marty, left, and Elmo Parrish, center, dig to reach the frame of
their van in Westcreek on Saturday morning. Doug Phillips waits
with a tow line to pull the van out of some of the 2 feet of mud
that was swept down by heavy rains.

Find it all in the Daily Times-Call
Dr. Terry Robinson
is proud to announce 
the opening of his new 
practice at 521 Main 
Street and would like to 
welcome all of his former 
and new patients. Thank 
you for your support for 
over 23 years.

Dr. Terry RobinsonDr. Terry Robinson
Board Certified OphthalmologistBoard Certifi ed Ophthalmologist

521 Main St. • Longmont, CO
(303) 776-EYES (3937)(303) 776-EYES (3937)
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YOU CAN BE READY 
TO RETIRE OR NOT.

READY IS 
BETTER.

Investment Representative
Greg Betsinger feels the best way 
to develop strong relationships is 
by doing business face-to-face.  
In order to meet the needs of his 
growing business he is pleased to 
announce that Don Gunsch will be 

helping him to provide you with 
one-to-one personalized service 
and advice.  To accomplish this, 

Edward Jones has Don serving the 
investors of Longmont from an-

other convenient location.  Please 
stop by or call for an appointment.

A growing
business requires 
a growing team.

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Gregory S.
Betsinger, AAMS

Gregory S. Betsinger, AAMS
2919 W. 17th Ave., 
Suite 120
Longmont, CO, 80503
Bus. 303-776-8447

Don Gunsch
1509 Mountain View Ave.
Longmont, CO, 80501
Bus. 303-774-0110

Don Gunsch

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Live Auction

Silent Auction

Craft Sale

Flea Market

Lot’s of Food

Entertainment

Inflatables and 
Crafts for the kids

For more information 
call 303.652.2211

or visit www.rmcc.org 

SPONSORED BY 

PUBLIC AUCTION
& FAMILY 
FUN  DAY

SATURDAY JULY 22
10 a.m. -2 p.m.

Boulder County Fairgrounds

NEW RV’S
AUTO’S
ANTIQUES
ARTWORK
JEWELRY

APPLIANCES
COLLECTIBLES
FURNITURE
ESTATE ITEMS
SERVICES

And much more!
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Suspended upside down, Damon McDowell-Givens gets a different view of the Festival on Main in Longmont.
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No School

SVVSD Spring Break, April 3-7

Kiwanis Travel and Adventure Film

Series, “Israel Today,” LHS

Big Taste of Therapy Wellness Fair,

Memorial Building

Clean-Up/Gr een-Up

es

d 10K
Boulder

m.

No School, Columbine Elementary

only, April 10-11

Hunger Hurts Food Drive, April 12-24

Spring Home Tab
Good Friday

Tax returns due

Annual Boy Scout Show, Boulder

County Fairgrounds

LSO, “Classical Drama: The Best of

the Best,” Vance Brand

er
amps Tab

Tree Limb Pick Up Residence, street

collection only, April 17-28

Passover

Passover begins at sundown Earth Day

Large Item Stop-N-Drop, Public Works

Operations

Arbor Day, Thompson Park,

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. (rain out day

April 29), City of Longmont Parks

lorado Vacation Guide

Administrative

Professional’s Day

T imes-Call

Publicity Workshop

First Lutheran Church

Arbor Day

9 News Health Fair

April Fool’s DayApril Coupon Book
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        Submit your entries today   
          for the 2007 Daily Times-Call   
           calendar photo contest.
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hrough the surface of Sunset Pool on a hot July day.
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LYS Concert, Niwot High School

Dismas Rotta and Diana Jacobs,

printmakers,

Old Firehouse Art Center

“Trompe L’Oeil: The Art of Illusion,”

May 13-July 9, Museum

Landfill Drop Day, City Contracted

Landfill

LSO, Queen City Jazz Band

Concert, Vance Brand

MS Walk, LovelandStrawberry Festival

Artwalk, Downtown Longmont

Boy Scout Troop 67, Spaghetti Dinner

Fundraiser, American Legion Post 32

10th Annual Erie Town Fair

Longmont Barbershop Chorus Spring

Show, Vance Brand

Furry Friends Festival, Boulder

County Fairgrounds

St. Vrain Rose Society’s Annual Plant

and Garden Art Sale, Prospect

Business Commons

Olde Columbine High School

Graduation

SVVSD High School Graduations

Tent at Mountain View Cemetery

to assist visitors finding plot

locations, May 27-29

30

pring Coat Drive,

-30

Annual Spring Book Sale, Library,

May 4-7

Cinco de Mayo

May Coupon Book

White Wave Spring Fest Dinner

Dance, St. Julien Hotel
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Times-Call photo by Jason P. Smith

any Weingardt, Erica Price and Larissa Stygar skate around the Longmont Ice Pavillion while enjoying a day off from school on President’s Day.
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Columbus Day

Times-Call Candidates Forum

Pumpkin Pie Days

Large Item Stop-N-Drop,

Public Works Operations

Taste of Therapy Fair

Bosses’ Day

Fall Auto Tab

La Ofrenda de los Muertos, Oct.

21-Nov. 26, Museum

The Animal Affair Radisson,

Conference Center, Humane Society

Longmont Rotary “Winter Warmth

Coat & Blanket Drive,”

Oct. 24-Nov. 24

“Historical Mead: A Centennial,” Oct.

28-Dec. 3, Museum

Halloween Parade, Main Street,

City of Longmont Recreation

City of Longmont Dance Club

Halloween Party

Time Ends

Directory

Halloween

Yom Kippur

Curbside Leaf Collection Residence

(street collection only)

October Coupon Book

International Newspaper

Carrier Day

Longmont Magazine

Erie Oktoberfest
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g pine trees along Colo. Highway 72 north of Nederland.
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11
0ndhog Day

February Coupon Book
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CalendarCalendar
photo contestphoto contest 

 Go to LongmontFYI.com and click on the  
   2007 calendar photo contest button for rules 
    and entry form.  
         Photos will be chosen via a public online 
      vote and used on pages Dec. 2006-Dec. 2007 
       as well as the cover.

The calendar will  be distributed in 
         November to Daily Times-Call subscribers.  

Your Community – Your Newspaper!
For information call 

Karen Friesner at 
303-684-5353

Submit photos by
Fri., Aug. 25, 2006


